
Roll Call
Those of you
present at the
recent AGM will
remember that
long-time club
member Stuart
Robottom-Scott
was elected as
our new
Vicechair. Stuart
also looks after
the maintenance
of our club
aircraft and is a
valued member of our flight instruction team. 
Thank you Stuart for your dedication to keep 
the club running smoothly!

It’s been all
change for our
Head of
Training/Chief
Flight Instructor
role too.
Outgoing
HoT/CFI Mark
Rawlings
accepted a
position at the
CAA as a Staff
Examiner and we
sincerely thank
him for his years of dedicated and 
conscientious work and wish him the best of 
luck in his new role.

The Head of
Training/Chief
Flight Instructor
role is now being
very capably
filled by our very
own Colin
Moore. Many of
you have known
Colin for a long
time and know
that he brings his
own infectious
enthusiasm and experience to the role - not 
least that of flying Airbus types for Monarch all
around Europe. 
Best of luck Colin, we all know you’ll do a 
fantastic job!
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... News From The Field ...

Silver Wings!

Big congratulations go to our two newest holders of the one-and-only
coveted Exercise 14, First Solo. 

Rightly looking very pleased from top to bottom are:
Toby Mason on 3rd May

Jack Pearson on 7th May

Well done both; now on to solo navigation and beyond!



More Kudos…

Mike Bailey recently added another 
string to his bow with the addition of a 
Night Rating. It’s a great way of adding 
another dimension to your flying. Speak 
to any of the flight instructor team for 
more information. Well done Mike!

Richard Gaston took another step 
towards his PPL by completing his 
Qualifying Cross Country. It will be time 
for that Skills Test before you know it 
Richard!

PilotAware Up and Running

We’ve now completed installation of our 
PilotAware traffic displays in both club 
aircraft. This fantastic setup compliments 
our recent twin Garmin G5 installation 

and provides the pilot with enhanced 
situational awareness by displaying 
nearby traffic on the yoke-mounted 
iPad. 

The iPad also displays the fabulous 
SkyDemon moving map, so being 
“temporarily unsure of position” should 
soon become a thing of the past. 

We’ll be running some open evening 
sessions starting at the end of 
August to help members get the best 
out of the technology in their aircraft 
beginning with SkyDemon and 
PilotAware. Watch your email inbox 
for confirmed dates.

Subsequent evenings will be arranged 
which will look at getting the best out of
the Garmin 430W and those delicious 
twin Garmin G5 displays.

Club Membership List - Clean Up

It has become apparent over the last 
couple of years that the Club is no 
longer in contact with some life or 
honorary members.  
A number of these members have no 
email registered with the Club and 

contact by phone and letter in AGM 
invitations has gone without 
response.
We have to conclude that for 
whatever reason, we have lost 
contact with these members, or they 
no longer wish to keep in contact 
with the Club.  Following this process
- which has taken place over the last 
3 years, we have now removed 
these members from the 
membership list.  If any member is 
aware of anyone who has not heard 
from the Club in the last 12 months, 
but would still like to remain on the 
database, please make contact with 
the Club Secretary ASAP.
secretary@covaero.com

Safety Matters

At the heart of every aircraft 
operation is safety and a safety 
reporting culture and that is what we 
strive to achieve at Cov Aero. Please
do make sure to submit any reports 
of events you feel warrant a mention 
– whether it’s the way we operate or 
FOD on a taxiway or and incident on 
the ground or in the air. Our Safety  
Officer is Kevin Lee and he is 
always ready to discuss any safety 
topics.

Be Safe – Be Insured!

Remember that our fabulous aircraft 
are owned by all of us – the 
members of Cov Aero – and that we 
are all insured to fly in them. 
However, remember that all persons 
inside the aircraft must also be 
members otherwise the insurance 
becomes invalid. This means that 
any non-member guests need to 
become members of the club for the 
day of the flight. This is easily done 
by filling in day-membership forms 
which live next to the aircraft tech 
logs.
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Summer Supercar Sunday

Sunday 31st July sees the Supercars Of 
Birmingham club visit us at Cov Aero in 
order to create an opportunity to 
photograph their supercars with our 
aircraft. 

Members are welcome to come along to 
view the cars and act as chaperones to 
ensure the day goes smoothly. Flights 
may be offered to the car owners on the 
day, depending on the weather of course.

+STOP PRESS ++ STOP PRESS + 

Commonwealth Fun and Games

Many of you will have heard about 
restrictions to flying being imposed 
around Birmingham and the Midlands 
during the Commonwealth Games 
between 28th July and 9th August.

The finer details are still to be finalised 
but at the moment we are expecting 
Birmingham’s CTA (which normally 
begins at 1500’ QNH above Coventry) to 
be extended down all the way to the 
surface to create an RA(T), fully 
enveloping Coventry Airport.

In order to fly to/from Coventry, a flight 
plan will need to filed and the names, 
addresses and DoB of all POB will need 
to be submitted to West Midlands Police 
at least 48 hours in advance of the flight.

We’re also expecting student solo flights
and OOH indemnity flights to be 
suspended for the entire period.

Note that the RA(T) activity is being 
imposed by West Midlands Police 
rather than the airport authority. We’re 
currently talking to the airport and 
police in order to clarify the exact 
details.

The initial plan can be viewed here 
but please keep and eye on your 
email inbox for additional updates. 

Reproduced below is the RA(T) as it 
stands at the time of writing:
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https://nats-uk.ead-it.com/cms-nats/export/sites/default/en/Publications/briefing-sheets/BRIEFING_SHEET_COMMONWEALTH_GAMES.pdf


It will probably come as no surprise 
to you, dear reader, to learn that 
members of your formation team 
were in Florida at the time of the 
recent electoral* hiatus on the other 
side of the pond. You might guess 
that wherever they go there are 
complications, but…?

No, we didn’t knowingly throw the 
whole thing into confusion. However 
the sight of two Cessna 172s in very 
close proximity to one another, 
patrolling up and down the waters 
either side of the Florida Keys, may 
have unsettled our colonial cousins 
just sufficiently to have had an effect 
on their concentration when 
positioning their voting papers in the 
gubbins that, as the world 
subsequently learned, produces both
Presidents and ‘Chads’. 

Rod Edwards and yours truly had 
promised ourselves and our wives a 
quiet relaxing holiday touring in 
Florida and what could be more 
relaxing than a bit of formation 
practice?

We had not pre booked anything but 
the sight of Marathon Airport’s only 
runway less than two hundred yards 
from, and parallel to, Highway US1 
was a bit too much of a temptation, 
particularly when the motel we were 
destined to spend three nights in 
was smack under the final approach.

“…we decided that they 
would probably formate 
very well with only a little 
encouragement from us.”

On our first morning in Marathon we 
visited the establishment that the 
motel staff had recommended for 
breakfast. It is called ‘The Wooden 
Spoon’ (Honest). The attractions that
it provides include the best 
breakfasts for miles, served by the 
ladies who own the place, plus the 
fact that it just happens to be 
opposite the airport!

After breakfast the car found its own 
way across the road and pulled up in

the shade of a hangar, outside which
stood two brand new Cessna 172R 
models.

We looked at these two magnificent 
examples of the breed and decided 
that they would probably formate 
very well with only a little 
encouragement from us.

To avoid wasting too much time on 
the formalities, (Rod had not 
obtained his FAA PPL and I needed 
to revalidate mine by undertaking a 
biennial check.) it was decided that 
we would be better off asking for a 
couple of instructors to ride along 
with us.

Armed with some photographs of the
formation team in action, we entered 
the offices of Grantair Service Inc. 
The receptionist called the CFI, Joe 
Goodwin, out to meet us. Steve 
Nichol, another instructor, soon 
joined Joe and together they listened
while we outlined our request.
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Fox-trotting in Florida

Getting away from it all* on a relaxing U.S. holiday

*except flying, of course!



We are sure that they didn’t realise 
just what they were letting 
themselves in for when they agreed 
to fly with us the following afternoon.

The weather was typical of a 
November day in the Florida Keys, 
i.e. CAVOK with a slight crosswind of
about 4 knots from the right on 
runway 07.

As Rod did not have much recent 
172 time, he elected to do a couple 
of circuits with Joe prior to the main 
trip. He soon came back with the sort
of grin on his face that said, “I want 
one.”

What he wanted was a 172R with its 
fuel injected 180hp engine. The 
Grantair people claimed that a 
lawyer must have designed it as it 
has so many safety features. (e.g. 13
fuel drain points!)

I was teamed up with Steve and Rod
stayed with Joe. Angela and Carolyn
sat one in the back of each 
aeroplane. The girls knew what was 
coming and were very relaxed about 
it all.

It had been agreed that Rod and I 
would talk to each other using our 
Foxtrot call signs and that if Steve 
and Joe wished to attract each 
other’s attention, they would use the 
aeroplane call signs. Rod and I had 
decided that a normal formation take
off might be a little off putting to the 
two lads, who were being very 
trusting with these two mad Brits as 
it was. We elected to do a stream 
take off and then join up on the climb
out.

As it transpired, Rod was so happy 
with his aeroplane that he only gave 
me about two seconds start on the 
roll and by the time I had established
the climb, he was already in his 
number 2 slot.

The conversation between Rod and 
Joe had gone something like this.

Rod (transmitting):
“Foxtrot one, Foxtrot two closing to 
the number two slot.”

Joe: 
“I think we’re close enough as it is, 
these are the boss’s aeroplanes you 
know.”

Rod:
“Trust me, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet.”

Joe:
“I was afraid that you were going to 
say that.”

Rod (as he slid into position):
“There you are, count the rivets!”

In truth the air was silky smooth and 
the aeroplanes were too. Plenty of 
reserve power and very stable. 

We angled slightly to the North as 
we left Marathon behind and flew at 
about 1000ft along the Mexican Gulf 
Coast of the Keys. As we 
approached Duck Key I called Rod 
into line abreast so that Carolyn 
could take some photographs of us. 
Following which he dropped back 
into line astern prior to changing to 
the number three slot and line 
abreast on the other side so that 
Angela could get some shots with 
the sun shining on them.

By now Joe and Steve were relaxing 
and beginning to enjoy the trip.

I now dropped into line astern on 
Rod and pulled up tight so that Steve
could see how we line up to give the 
correct fore and aft spacing. With 
Rod still leading, I pulled out into the 
number three slot to allow some 
more photography to and from both 
aeroplanes.

Resuming the lead, we turned right 
and crossed to the Atlantic side of 
the Keys. We had drifted up a little to
about 1750 ft and Joe called to 
suggest a descent in order to get a 
better view of the reefs just off shore.

The two instructors were really 
enjoying things now. Rod and I found
ourselves answering a continual 
stream of questions on the art of 
Formation Flying. Joe called again to
suggest a turn out to sea in order to 
fly over the Sombrero Reef light. 
This is a light that marks a beautiful 
reef just four miles off shore.

Rod called.
“Foxtrot one from Foxtrot two. Can 
we tighten the turn around the light 
to show Joe the effect?”

I replied in the affirmative and Joe, 
who was still using the aeroplane call
signs, piped up.

“Gee Guys, it looks great, you’re just 
hanging there and by the way, I think
I’ll take the call sign Bad Dog.” (No, 
we never did find out why ‘Bad Dog’)

After a tight orbit of the Light we 
headed back towards the Keys and 
Seven-Mile Bridge. (Opened in 1982,
it was the longest segmental bridge 
in the world.)
Turning to fly parallel with the bridge 
we crossed Pigeon Key and started 
our approach back into Marathon.

Although both instructors were 
happy, we did not think that the 
locals would appreciate a formation 
landing, particularly as the approach 
was over quite a lot of residential 
and holiday accommodation. Even 
though we elected to do a stream 
landing, I had hardly cleared the 
runway before Rod was down to taxi 
speed and we rolled onto the ramp 
together.

Joe and Steve were very excited 
about the whole trip and recounted it 
in detail to the rest of the staff at 
Grantair. The ‘Boss’ was very 
complimentary about our take off 
and we felt as though we could 
probably go back some time and be 
allowed to fly a routine for them.
We did do a little more flying 
courtesy of Clyde Cessna later in the
holiday, but that was on floats and is 
another story anyway.
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This trip took place early 
November 2000. The American 
Presidential Election was 
being contested between 
George W. Bush and Al Gore.

The outcome hinged on a 
disputed close result in 
Florida. So close was the 
count that a dispute even 
arose over the ‘chads’ of 
paper adhering to some of 
the holes punched into their
voting papers by the 
electorate.

Words & Pictures: Clifford Hill



“A I F O A” 
Aviation Is Full of 
Acronyms!

...so just for fun, and to help out those 
who may not have seen some of these 
before, here is a list of every acronym 
we could find in this edition of the newsletter.

AGM Annual General Meeting
CAA Civil Aviation Authority
CAVOK Ceiling And Visibility OK
CFI Chief Flight Instructor
CTA Control Area
DoB Date of Birth
FAA Federal Aviation Authority
FOD Foreign Object Debris
ft Feet
Hot Head of Training
hp Horsepower

OOH Out Of Hours
POB (number of) Persons On Board
PPL Private Pilot's Licence
QNH* Query Newlyn Harbour*
RA(T) Restricted Area (Temporary)

*As best we can find out! If anyone has better 
information on this please let us know!

It’s Your Committee...
Coventry Aeroplane Club is owned by its members and run by a 
General Committee elected at each AGM.
The committee members are also directors of the two limited 
companies owned by the club.

Officers: 
Chair: Claire Leadbetter
Vicechair: Stuart Robottom-Scott
Secretary: Rowan Smith
Treasurer: Neil Hedges

General Committee Members:
Darren Cheshire, Peter Gibson, Richard Holland, Anthony Ryan, 
Lauren Tilsley, Stefan Winkvist

Head of Training/Chief Flight Instructor: 
Colin Moore

Want to Join us? 
Email us at committee@covaero.com

Safety… 
...is at the heart of everything that we do. If you want to discuss or
report a safety issue, please email safety@covaero.com

…and it’s Your Newsletter
We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter – our aim is to

produce them for Club members quarterly.
What else would you like to see?

Warm thanks go to all of the contributors of this newsletter; if
you enjoy reading the features then remember that all of

them are written by club members just like you.

Do you have a flying experience that you would like to
contribute? If so we would love to hear from you!

Get in touch with any committee member or email
committee@covaero.com

Do you use Social Media?
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 

@covaeroclub
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